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FINDING THE ROAD PEACE AND VICTORY 
LEON KAISER and LEANORA 


The Mark Twain Junior High School with 
register 1650 pupils, boys and girls, grades 
9B, age range twelve sixteen 
years, located the heart Coney Island. 
This locality, often called the “p'ayground 
the world,” has mixed population, which 
approximately per cent are Jewish, 
cent Italian Catholics, and appreciable 
number, Negroes. While many parental na- 
tional groups are represented the school 
population, the vast majority pupils con- 
sists native born children first second 
generation. The general intelligence the 
pupils shows wide range, with median I.Q. 
about 103. The socio-economic level also 
shows wide range, but may generally de- 
scribed average. The incidence delin- 
quency comparatively 


Recently, however, minor disturbances 
have occurred the community which fo- 
cused attention potential problems. 
neighboring elementary school, children 
tender age were held up, their way 
school, pupils the adjoining school and 


were beaten if, upon questioning, they 
were found Jewish. Strenuous measures, 
quickly applied, readily suppressed such in- 
cipient anti-racial practices. There was 
marked increase this school defacement 
walls with discriminatory slogans and prop- 
aganda. There was some distribution sub- 
versive literature, directed inflaming racial 
and religious prejudices. There were numer- 
ous street fights, finding their beginnings 
recriminations racial and religious basis. 


The Coney Island Council for Victory, 
organized co-ordinate the community’s war 
effort and composed prominent leaders 
drawn from all groups, through public meet- 
ings and cooperation with local police, has 
been fairly successful curbing outward 
manifestations hatred and prejudice. is, 
however, the school problem itself with which 
educators must primarily concerned. 


Two facts emerge which cannot 
ignored and which must faced with in- 


1Principal and teacher, respectively, the Mark 
Twain Junior High School, Brooklyn, 
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telligence and courage. The incubus racial 
and religious hatred and prejudice has found 
lodgment pupils attending our schools, 
especially among impressionistic adolescents. 
must also admitted that while teaching 
tolerance and understanding the general 
meaning the term may little, has valuc 
directing the feelings the pupils toward 
proper ideals. “To travel hopefully better 
than arrive, and true success the striv- 


ing. 

November 1943, circular was distri- 
buted and discussed faculty meeting 
the school. contains foreword the prin- 
cipal and outlined course prepared one 
the teachers. set forth full. 


MARK TWAIN JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
November, 1943. 


All Teachers: 

The following outline, prepared 
Mrs. Ratner, whom vote thanks 
due for her conscientious and careful 
analysis the problem, for your guid- 
ance only and not considered con- 
clusive. There much that you may not 
deem suitable for the age level your 
pupils; there much that you may wish 
add. Judgment selection and responsi- 
bility for use rest entirely with you. 


Some time before the end the term, 
shall request you submit de- 
tailed report showing the work covered 
you and use made it, together with 
evaluation its effectiveness. 


must mindful the possible 
danger satiety. other words, don’t 
overdo any one time. While the pro- 
gram outlined the recent confer- 
ence contemplated devoting the week 
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November 15th this topic, second and 
more mature deliberation 
thought that you should approach slowly 
and gradually. Plan definite program and 
carry over period time. 


expect visit every classroom for 
extended stay some time during the 
week November 15th. look forward 
seeing least the initial steps that have 
been taken put this program into effect. 
This above all—the program pupil’s 
program and not the teacher’s. The func- 
tion the teacher plan, project, 
guide. The function the pupil 
search and discuss. The 
teacher guiding these activities must 
vigilant all times that the thinking 
the pupils will directed along right 
channels, and the thinking the teacher 
neither influence nor engender con- 
troversial bias. 


Leon Principal. 


Introduction Problem 
only “secret weapon”—the divide 
and conquer propaganda, designed magnify 
and multiply every group division and reli- 
gious prejudice our nation. present, our 
very existence and our way life are being 
attacked. Both untold money and energy 
being spent marshal the divisive forces 
within our borders. The recent wave race 
riots, involving our Negro and Mexican citi- 
zens, and the evidence anti-semitism bear 
witness this. these enemies succeed 
their mission, not only will difficult 
win the war, but will most certainly lose 
the peace. Recent occurrences and events 
our Own community indicate immediate 

consideration the entire problem. 


Suggested Topics 


ENGLISH 


Race Prejudice—a hindrance victory. 


(a) Axis exploitation our prejudice arouse hostility against South 


America, South Pacific, etc. 
(b) Manpower shortage. 
(c) Undermining our own morale. 


(d) Principles the Atlantic Charter. 
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Propaganda Analysis—good and bad propaganda. Define propaganda—get class 
formulate criteria. 
(a) Bad: Nordic and Aryan Myths 
Protocols Zion 
White Man’s Burden. 
(b) Good: Pamphlets 
The Trojan Horse 
The Hundred Million 
Divide and Conquer. 
Race Fallacies and Prejudicial 
(a) 100 percent American 
(b) Poor white trash 
(c) Jewish international banker 
(d) Jewish communists 
(e) Elect Catholic president and have the Pope the White House 
(slogan vs. Smith). 
(f) Lazy thieving Negro 
(g) Italian gangster 
(h) Shanty Irish. 


Motion Picture—analysis recent pictures. Treatment various minority groups, 
stock characters. 


Radio—What characters belonging minority groups are portrayed? Are they stock 


servile comic characters? Has your attitude toward these groups been influenced 
radio programs? 


Worthwhile radio programs which foster respect and understanding other peoples. 


Selections for memorization: 
Declaration Independence: 


“We hold these truths...” Vice-President Wallace, May 
1942: the leaders the Nazi revolution .... can and must the century 
the common man.” 


President Roosevelt: Executive Order 8802 Fair Employment Practice Defense 
Industries: hereby reaffirm the policy the United States 


without dis- 
crimination because race, creed, color national origin.” 


SOCIAL STUDIES 


The United States great democracy. treat our people what you believe 


(a) Discussion living and practicing democracy what involves our daily 
lives. 


(b) What are the American people doing remedy unfinished business” our 
democracy? (Fair Employment Committee; Anti-discrimination laws; 


Poll Tax Bill; repeal Chinese Exclusion Act; Atlantic Charter; Four Free- 
doms, etc.) 
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(c) What groups people live Coney Island? they get well together? 
What can the community foster cooperation and understanding? What 
agencies (religious, social, cultural, etc.) exist the community that can help? 
How can you help? 


(d) Contributions national and racial groups American progress. 


Heroes minority groups who helped build the United States. 


SCIENCE HYGIENE 


Race vs. racism, facts and assumptions—the scientific approach. 


(a) Race—a group having distinctive physical traits heredity. 


Misconceptions arising from confusing hereditary traits with traits socially ac- 


quired (language, culture, environment, etc.) 


(b) Racism: one group functionally superior another. 


(c) Study scientific analysis blood. 


(d) Questions: race the same 


Aren’t some races really more clever than others? 


Why are “Big League” teams always made white players? 


Why whites seem more intelligent? opportunity are they really 


more clever? 

Why refuse citizenship the Chinese? 

good for city have “Little Italy” it? 

Are all-the races called the draft? 

What can break down race hatreds when find them? 


oN Aw 


LANGUAGE 


Source: Margaret are the Aryans?” The Gift Tongues. Language 
cannot equated with race. 


language hereditary learned behavior? 
(a) What language would spoken German baby brought African 


village? How about the African baby Germany? 
(b) What languages are spoken the Negroes North and South America? 
(c) second generation Italians, Jews, Mexicans, Irish, etc. the show evi- 


dences different background their speech? 


II. For what reasons groups people evolve theories language and race superiority? 
(a) Spanish South America, and slave traders the 
(b) Relationship between language and education. 


(c) Social and economic distinctions affecting languages. 


(a) What does the term “Aryan” mean? 
non-Aryan someone who speaks neither Persian nor Sanskrit). 


(b) Indo-European language family—relationship between Germanic, Romance and 


Slavonic languages. 


= 
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ART 
Discussion basic topic—slogans for school posters help foster understanding and 
better race and religious relations. 

II. Contributions minority representatives American art. 

MUSIC 
Contributions national and racial groups American music. 
MATHEMATICS 
Statistical approach: 

(a) Composition American population. 

(b) Where Americans come from. 

(c) Colored minority groups the U.S. 

(d) Incomes white and Negro families the South. 

(e) Ratio Negroes, Jews, Italians industry, army, navy, etc. 

Sources: University Chicago Round Table: Race Tensions. 
Pamphlet: Intercultural Education: 
Out the 

SHOPS 

Contributions and skills various minority groups—discriminatory practices: 

Why are Jews and Italians needle trades? etc. white employees refuse work 

alongside Negroes, Jews, etc? 

What are the American people and the Government doing remedy the prob- 

lem? 

You will find number pamphlets, source materials, bibliography, the office for 

consultation. This includes teaching units prepared the Franz Boas Workshop. 
TEACHING AIDS: 

Ruth Benedict: Race and Cultural Relations, Unit No. National Association 
Secondary School Principals, Washington, 

Bureau Intercultural Relations, 221 West 57th St., City. Carefully planned 
and documented teaching units the contributions minority groups American 
culture. Two series particular interest this school: 

(a) Italian good: forum discussions for home room programs: 
Contributions American Life.” Misconceptions.” 
(b) Jewish Home Room Program—Jews various phases American life. 

York State Council Defense—One Nation Indivisible. Excellent manual 
programs and study outlines democratic, non-discriminatory employment practice 
first line national defense. 

Council against Intolerance America, 42nd Street. American Answer 

Intolerance, Teachers Manual No. (Jr. and Sr. High Schools. 


PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND READING 
Ruth Benedict: Race: Science and Politics. 

Alain Locke and Bernhard Stern: When Peoples Meet. 
Carey McWilliams: Brothers under the Skin. 

Otto Klineberg: Race Differences. 

Bruno Lasker: Race Attitudes Children. 
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Evaluation 
The objectives for this program can 
summarized follows: 


develop attitudes open-mindedness, 
fairness and tolerance. 

show how the enemy foments race 
hatred, mutual suspicion religious 
bigotry. 

develop attitudes that will inspire the 
individual live and work peace with 
his neighbors democracy. 

show the vital cultural and material 
contributions the chief racial and relig- 
ious groups this country toward the 
monumental growth the United States. 

translate such attitudes, wherever pos- 
sible, into concrete action. 


Procedures for the actual introduction 
the program were left the individual teach- 
ers. special interest, therefore, the fact 
that the most effective units work were 
carried through where the teacher presented 
the problem, and then let the class, through 
discussion, plan its activities. Best results 
came where the problems were presented 
concrete terms, and not abstract generali- 


ties, such tolerance, good will, brotherhood, 
etc. 


With this cue, the same procedure 


will followed describing sample units 
work. 


One science teacher began with the scien- 
tific law that “for every effect there 
cause.” This law was the weapon used the 
classes analyze various racial prejudices and 
propaganda myths. Another teacher intro- 
duced the problem through the Red Cross 
Blood Donor Drive—how save the lives 
our men the battlefronts. This led 


thorough analysis race fallacies. Still an- 


other teacher evolved science unit around 
the propositions: (1) race, insofar 
science has been able discover, has been 
found innately superior inferior 
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any other race.” (2) “Men all races and 
religions have contributed the advance- 
ment science and have contributed thereby 
the happiness and advancement man- 
kind.” The classes studied the effects discrimi- 
nation would have scientific progress, and 
prepared radio scripts defending the American 
theory that all men are created equal. 


One class undertook unit work, after 
conference tolerance, which included 
Propaganda Analysis Committee, Poster 
Committee and Radio and Movie Commit- 
tee. The class also planned assembly pro- 
gram based the material discussed. The 
Propaganda Analysis Committee was charge 
bulletin board which revelant clippings 
were placed. Members this Committee led 
the class discussion arising from this ma- 
terial. Posters were prepared for use the class 
and the school. The Radio Committee re- 
ported programs dealing with intercultural 
and interfaith relations. The class produced 
play: Letter Adolph,” which was the 
high spot the term assembly programs. 


Another class began its unit work with 
the following introduction the teacher: 
“We are fighting global war. All are 
anxious help win the war. Have you ever 
stopped ask yourself—what are fighting 
for?” students offered many answers, 
which were summarized under the headings: 
“American Way,” “Atlantic Charter,” “Four 
Freedoms.” The teacher then spoke the 
methods used our enemies trying 
defeat the United States. Discussion elicited 
the fact that the technique was one divid- 
ing groups our nation. The problem was 
then posed: “How can help develop 
better understanding among our citizens?” 
Activities developed and carried through 
this class included poster exhibit, book 
original poems: Brothers,” play, radio 
“Victory Program” scripts, and individual 
studies minority groups the United 
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States prepared scrapbooks, with illustra- 
tions, pamphlets and research articles. The 
class invited other classes view their work 
arranged exhibit, and presented their 
play and radio programs them. 


Some particularly interesting work was 
done the English classes. One teacher de- 
veloped series discussions and compositions 
around the following statements: are 
all immigrants descendants immigrants” 
—President Roosevelt; the best stuff 
America has come out foreign lands and 
some the best stuff America the 
men who are naturalized citizens the 
United Wilson; 
Wallace; “Hitler trying set capital 
against labor, white against Negro, Catholic 
against Protestant, Christian against 
booklet, “Divide and Conquer.” 
Some topics that grew out analysis 
these statements were: contributions vari- 
ous races, nationalities and religions Amer- 
ican life; racial superiorities; Hitler’s policy 
“divide and conquer;” propaganda good and 
bad. discussion contributions immi- 
grants was introduced playing recording 
“Americans All, Immigrants All.” 


Another teacher English evolved the 
following units: 

Americans.” The children further learned 
that this the work John Touche, 
poet French parentage, Earl Robinson, 
composer, Jewish, and Paul Robeson, 
singer, Negro. 

“The bigger the lie, the more chance its 
acceptance”—Hitler. This statement was 
used discuss and write material refut- 
ing racial insults and the fallacies 
‘labels.’ 

study documents that guarantee 

equality races and religions: Declara- 


AND INTER-FAITH EDUCATION 


tion Independence, Bill Rights, 
Emancipation Proclamation, Fourteenth 
Amendment, the Four Freedoms. 


evaluation literary and dramatic 
treatment minority groups with special 
emphasis movie and radio portrayals. 


One interesting lesson English arose 
from discussion newspaper report 
Paul Robeson’s plea for the signing Negro 
players Major League Baseball. result 
the discussion, the group decided write 
resolution the owners the New York 
City teams, petitioning them employ tal- 
ented Negro players. Much hard work went 
into the writing well-worded petition 
which expressed their ideas the subject. 
This was later amended read dis- 
crimination because race, creed color.” 
The group then circulated the petition through 
the school for faculty and student signatures. 


judging the results the program, 
most teachers emphasized that this area 
difficult measure, and that the time element 
too short for valid conclusions effective- 
ness. All recommend continuation the 
program, integrated more fully into the term’s 
work, They stress that the program will grow 
more effective when becomes normal part 
the course study over extended period 
time. 


The teachers report pupil reaction ex- 
cellent. The discussions aroused keen and 
significant interest. many cases, the teach- 
ers note over the fact that topics 
were discussed which the pupils felt had been 
hitherto taboo school, but which they 
are vitally interested. The school librarian 
reported that stimulated research. 


Some Results 

Some immediate positive results were 
noted. Pupils who had never done before 
participated the class discussions. The chil- 
dren’s attitudes toward one another’s opinions 
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improved considerably. They learned listen 
what their classmates had say. 
number cases child who was intolerant 
those who differed from him race 
religion found that his intolerance was un- 
popular with the class. This proved very ef- 
fective helping change attitudes. Many 
children recognized that the problem con- 
cerned the home and the community, and said 
that their parents needed similar education. 
significant aspect this was the fact that 
many pupils told about reactions parents 
the topics discussed school, indicating 
that the problems received attention home. 
Classes polled one teacher for their re- 
action approved the program, and felt 
should continued. One class, particular, 
that had opposed the discussions originally 
because the fear that they would learn 
“bad things” and hurt each other’s feelings, 
stressed that the end they had learned many 
“good things,” and were better friends. They 
enthusiastically urged continuation. 
Negro boy the class put it: “You can’t 
not talk about it. Don’t you understand, the 
pot boiling, the lid bursting off all 
directions! have talk about it!” 


Most significantly, the fights and deface- 
ment walls with discriminatory slogans 
have disappeared! 


Further suggestions offered teachers for 
implementing the program can summed 
follows: 

Training procedures help teachers 
tackle the material more skillfully. 

Faculty conferences committees 
teachers and students the school pool 
ideas 

Sharing units the various classes. 

inter-racial, inter-cultural library 

containing research material for both 

teachers and students. 

Listing available school materials that 

can borrowed. 
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Participation all community and politi- 
cal activities, such circulation peti- 
tions and organization forums. 

Most teachers stressed the need for the 
program. They felt that required more 
time and attention given it, that the chil- 
dren were vitally interested, and that over 
long-range period time really positive re- 
sults democratic attitudes would attained. 


Conclusions 

may true that reasoning, exhorting 
and pleading may have little effect remedy- 
ing the condition. Prejudice and intolerance 
are not the outcome clear process 
reason, but the spawn primitive feelings 
resulting from fear, envy and arrogance. Feel- 
ings cannot easily, all, controlled 
even swayed reason. Only nobler feelings 
—good-will, sympathy, charity—have power 
vanquish the baser instincts. The ideal 
the Brotherhood Man implied the Father- 
hood God must attained. 


Dr. John Wade, Superintendent 
Schools the City New York has tersely 
and clearly set forth for teachers four point 
guide for the improvement intercultural 
and inter-racial relations. 

“1. Each should exemplify, all 
times, word and deed, com- 
plete respect for cultural differences. 

Each should co-operate whole- 
heartedly with community programs 
designed build attitudes appre- 
ciation the world all peoples. 

Each should make the presence 
bias matter grave concern. 

Each should take advantage 
every opportunity impress respect 


for others prime obligation upon 


all Americans.” 


William Allen White said it, “Liberty 
the one thing cannot have without giving 
others.” 


For International, Interracial, and 
Intercultural Friendship 


Draft Plan for Consideration Teachers, Classes, Schools, Communities, 
and National Organizations Concerned With the Teaching English. 


HOLLAND 


Form More Perfect Union 

Teachers have great power. They can 
build democracy their classrooms. They can 
build such way that Czechs, Filipinos, 
Negroes, Jews, Japanese, Mexicans, Canadians, 
Irish, and the hundred other peoples the 
world respect each other and work together 
American comradeship throughout the 
school and community. know they have 
this power, because the existence the United 
States great nation living evidence. 

Through the building basic economic 
and social working relations, the teachers 
the United States have been major element 
forging the indestructible unity which has 
made nation, and which one the 
great pillars strength around which the 
democratic forces the world are now rally- 
ing one the great onward and upward 
sweeps the peoples the world. The work 
have done not perfect. has been 
marred the race riots Detroit, and the 
zoot-suit riots Los Angeles, and hun- 
dred minor flare-ups dying racial antag- 
onisms. 

But our record and our civilization, im- 
perfect they are, have stood the basic test 
our time. They have not cracked, but 
have steeled themselves beneath the hardest 
blows and the treacheries our Axis enemies 


within and without the nation. Our country 
now faces major opportunity carry 
the great historic processes economic and 
social democratization for all our peoples. 
teachers can set ourselves daily and weekly 


goals for the improvement the intercultural, 
interracial, and international relations the 
many varied peoples the United States and 
the world. The good neighbor policy can 
established every classroom. When 
transmute racial prejudices into respect and 
admiration will know that are helping 
save the lives our sons and friends and 
neighbors, and that are winning the war 
and building indispensable part the 
foundation for just and stable peace. Such 
plan will include these major contributions 
and programs: 


Basic Program for Domestic and 
World Friendship 

The development broad democratic 
philosophy embodying certain definite princi- 
ples and their realization clear-cut action. 
Central such philosophy are the right 
work irrespective race, religion, cultural 
background, and the right equal educa- 
tional opportunities. philosophy and prin- 
ciples embodying such basic beliefs and guides 
action are indispensable the effective 
every individual and organization. 


The building school-wide inter- 
program. Important systems 
every part the United States are now 
work such programs. New York City, 
Chicago, Detroit, and Springfield, Mass. have 

member the Department Education Stan- 
ford University, and past president the National 
Council Teachers English. 

used here include and 


“international” avoid needless repetition all three 
terms. 
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made competent beginnings organizing 
intercultural education designed further 
the unity the students within the schools, 
and extend out beyond the schools 
establishing just and 
among the peoples varied origins who 
make their populations. Los Angeles City 
Schools have acted favorably comprehen- 
sive resolution presented the administration 
and the Board Education the Los 
Angeles Federation Teachers. Carey Mc- 
Williams, author Brothers Under the Skin, 
and Deputy Superintendent Arthur Gould, 
representing the community agencies and the 
schools, are directing vigorous committee 
work broad concrete measures improve 
the basic interracial relations youth and 
adults. The Curriculum Department mak- 
ing inventory present teaching materials 
and practices, textbooks, and visual aids 
mobilize them for increased unity within the 
city that the schools may effectively guard 
against the psychological warfare the Axis 
and their fifth column agents. 


Schools Santa Barbara and many other 
parts the nation have long carried effec- 
tive programs which have contributed the 
monolithic strength the community and 
which can used foundation for the 
more intensive work organizing every 
school system advance the general welfare 
our minority groups. Where school wide 
programs not now exist, should possi- 
ble develop them through the active, per- 
sistent efforts individual teachers and 
groups who understand the importance 
unifying all peoples the interests each 
one 


The development classroom programs. 
Teachers need not wait for the organiza- 
tion school wide programs, although they 


the Office the Superintendents 
Schools the cities listed and other leading school 
systems should bring valuable information 
building similar programs. 
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should take advantage them wherever 
they exist. Every one can organize his 
own individual intercultural program and 
carry within the framework the 
curriculum and course plans use. Such 
program especially adapted work 
English, social studies, and foreign languages, 
but every subject area and field offers varied 
possibilities. Clear-cut plans which develop 
and change under the shifting conditions are 
more productive than extemporizing, and they 
stimulate rather than retard those spontane- 
ous developments which are the life the 
classroom. Among the concrete elements 
classroom plan may included: 


Spreading accurate information about 
the minority peoples the United States. 


formation about the peoples the United 
Nations. 


Learning whatever can discovered 
about the democratic forces operating within 
the Axis countries, and focusing attention 
upon them the foundations upon which 
peaceful future must constructed. 


Working constructively noted under 
and above eliminate prejudices which 
interfere with the unity our nation and 
with friendly relations with other democratic 
peoples. 


Studying the origins and supporting 
forces which are responsible for fascism with- 
the Axis countries and within other coun- 
tries, including the United States. the 
basis clear understanding the roots 
fascism and the strength the democratic 
forces within the Axis countries, building 
basis for the development friendly relations 
the healthy, peaceful elements the 
Axis countries. 


The development teacher organiza- 
tion programs. 


FoR INTERNATIONAL, INTERRACIAL, 


For many years teacher organizations such 
the National Council Teachers 
English, the Department Supervisors and 
Directors Instruction the N.E.A., and 
many other teacher groups have taken leader- 
ship building and sponsoring programs 
intercultural activities. Such organizations 
can now develop the work they have been 
doing under the more important and more 
favorable circumstances which the war and 
the necessities post-war reconstruction have 
introduced. 


Alert teachers can stimulate the organiza- 
tions which they are working organize 
intercultural programs and expand the activi- 
ties meet the pressing needs. The member- 
ship the National Council Teachers 
English has already established framework 
for productive work. The organized efforts are 
channelled the following ways: 


Intercultural Problems the United 
States. Committee Chairman, Marquis 
Shattuck, Detroit Public Schools 


International Relations, Committee 
Chairman, Harry Domincovich, Ger- 
mantown Friends School, Philadelphia 


Committee Explore Possibilities 
International Conference Associa- 
tions Teachers English, Chairman, 
Rachel Salisbury, Milton College, Wis- 


consin 


Coordinator Committees Inter- 
national and Intercultural Problems 
work with these committees, Holland 
Roberts, Stanford University. 


addition stimulating conferences for 
teachers and parents which the problems 
intercultural relations may dealt with, such 
organizations may produce publications 
stimulate cooperative work 
teacher organizations, and continuously re- 
construct the programs work carried 
within classrooms, schools, school systems, 
and the organizations themselves. 


AND INTERCULTURAL FRIENDSHIP 


The building commun- 
ity councils, 

Communities ranging from small towns 
and villages great metropolitan centers are 
rapidly establishing interracial and intercul- 
tural councils. Often these councils have 
grown out club and church activities. They 
are distinguished the clear-cut facing 
all the problems minority peoples repre- 
sentative groups people drawn from both 
majority and minority sections the com- 
munity. Teachers and social workers are shar- 
ing leadership these new organizations. 


National organizations concerned with 
intercultural problems. 


Many agencies our Federal Government 
including the Army and the Navy are fur- 
nishing splendid leadership building inter- 
racial democracy. strengthen and supple- 
ment government departments and bureaus, 
many long established organizations such 
the National Association for the Advance- 
ment Colored People, the Bureau for Inter- 
cultural Education, the Council Against In- 
tolerance America, and the Pan American 
Union offer their experience 
New organizations are developing, such 
the recent twelve-man National Committee 
Against Nazi Persecution and Extermination 


the Jews for which Supreme Court Justice. 


Murphy chairman. 


Teachers are invited consider this draft 
program, and send suggestions for its re- 
vision the author. new draft will 
prepared soon possible, and made avail- 
able for those who are interested. 


list organizations emphasizing intercultural 
relations may pp. 212-214 Intercultural 
Education American Schools William Vickery 
and Stewart Cole, Harper Brothers, New York, 1943. 
Programs for teachers may also found Foreign 
Languages and Cultures American Education 
Walter Kaulfers, Holland Roberts and Grayson 
Kefauver, McGraw Hill Book Co., New York, 1942. 
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Fighth Graders Examine 


Their Attitudes 


The present world situation with its suc- 
cession stirring events has done much 
revive old prejudices and create new ones. 
Today intelligent citizen must guard 
against the distortion truth propagan- 
dists. The schools have responsibility teach 
children techniques identifying and analyz- 
ing these prejudices and conflicting propa- 
gandas. 

Our country made people who 
differ race, nationality, and religion. 
are protect our democratic freedom, 
essential for teachers lead pupils under- 
stand their fellowmen; respect the differ- 
ences they offer, particularly differences 
race, nationality, and religion; let that 
understanding and respect shape their be- 
havior and their relations with their neigh- 
bors; throw searchlight truth 


program such described below will 
much develop open-mindedness, critical 
thinking, and wholesome attitudes among the 
pupils and will inevitably turn out children 
who will more tolerant other people. 
That some children have prejudices that need 
ironed out evident. great deal 
ill feeling that exists today among peoples and 
nations due the failure bring citizens 
think kindly all people. That inter- 
cultural education most effective which im- 
presses upon pupils the idea that there are 
basic similarities all peoples and that em- 
phasis should upon these similarities 
rather than upon differences. Stressing like- 
nesses eliminate, many wrong 
and injustice, and establish right and justice. 


SISTER 


person, group, nation lives unto itself; 
each involved dynamic relations with 
others. Such society democratic must 
maintain system checks and balances. 
Convinced that the child’s life today the 
seeding time for his adult life, the elementary- 
school teacher faced with the problem 
educating for good sound fellowship. 


The following description pro- 
gram carried out the eighth grades 
Corpus Christi School 1942-1943. After 
listening discussion and dramatization 
the United Nations the School the 
Air the Americas, the eighth graders 
launched into lively and interesting discus- 
sion. During the discussion many problems 
arose. These are some the most pertinent: 


What disunity among nations? 


How can better understanding among 
people developed? 


Have Americans need for better un- 
derstanding each other? 


Why are prejudiced against certain 
people groups people? 


How minority groups fare America? 


exploratory period followed this dis- 
cussion. This was designed give oppor- 
tunity read, discuss, and delve into 
recent books and pamphlets this question. 
was interest note that many the 
prejudices these children were not created 
the present world war. Personal experience 
well family background colored the 
feelings this particular group. The children 
expressed their sentiments these words: 
Christi School. New York, 
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EIGHTH GRADERS EXAMINE THEIR ATTITUDES 


“The Jews are clannish and aggressive. 
They are overrunning our country and taking 
business away from our people.” 


“One never sees Jewish person doing 
menial work.” 


“My uncle had some business dealings 
with Jewish man. says the Jews are not 
honest.” 


distrust the Jews because reports I’ve 
heard about them.” 


“The Jews are sly and tricky.” 


“Too many refugees are coming our 
country. They are taking work away from 
the Americans.” 


“The Jews will take only white-collared 
jobs.” 


Jews are monopolizing the radio and 
motion-picture industries.” 

These attitudes could not overcome 
merely preaching good will. was neces- 
sary get the root them order 
eliminate such misunderstanding. 


only the bad points any group are 
stressed, there danger spreading prejudices 
among children who have none. emphasiz- 
ing the good qualities people much ill 
may overcome. What one sees depends 
what one looking for. There must 
recognition that there are good and bad traits 
all peoples. Negative points were analyzed 
terms environmental background. 


Reading and research work were done 
individual pupils and committees. The 
classes met frequently discuss their find- 
ings and pool their ideas. these informal 
meetings differences opinion were freely 
discussed, critical thinking was encouraged, 
and candid expression thought solicited. 
One the children suggested that the classes 
assemble for discussion that would bring 
out only the good points any minority 
group. This was done. the discussion pro- 


ceeded became clear that each mistrusted 
group had significant contributions bring 
the general well-being society. perusal 
the following comments the children 
shows the development that took place their 
thinking they brought out each worthy 


discovered the people whom they 


were describing: 
“Many the Jews are deeply religious.” 


“The Jews are admired because they 
are ambitious get ahead and better them- 
selves.” 


“History tells that the Jewish people 
far back the time Christ have been 
limited dealing with money make 
living. They have ability along this line; 
why criticize them for it?” 


“The Jews are aggressive because for cen- 
turies they have been persecuted.” 


“It has been the tradition this country 
welcome the oppressed and the suffering 
from every land.” 


should glad for every other human 
being.” 

whole group race people should 
not criticized for the faults individuals.” 


people different nationalities, 
races, and creeds have contributed the up- 
keep America.” 


good Christian will not think 


quote Pope Pius XI: “Anti-Semitism 
unacceptable; spiritually are 

One the children sensed that the 
ism expressed these statements might 
lost for lack being practical. She said, 
think should analyze our faults which 
tend bring out these undesirable traits 
other groups. mother taught this 
prayer, ‘Lord, reform the world but begin 
Directly the pupils began searching 
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their own hearts which bore fruit fund 
significant suggestions: 

“The Jew not persecuted because 
ity group.” 

“The people who wish exterminate the 
Jews have their persecution brought about 
anything but the desired effect.” 

are; trying keep them down have 
brought out the worst them. have 
made them aggressive.” 

“It because have suppressed and 
persecuted the Jews that they have been 
forced things which make them appear 
crafty, underhanded, and sly.” 


“By being mean and distant toward the 
Jews have manifested un-Christian and 
un-American spirit.” 

“Those who discriminate against 
Jews should remember that only because 
the hospitality Americans another 
generation that are here today enjoy 
the blessings American life.” 

“We think intelligently and 
dependently and not allow ourselves 
swayed propaganda.” 

“The non-Jew should educated the 
fact that Jews group people have 
contributed much our development. Not 
only Jews have business ability, but they 
are found almost every field activ- 
ity—as garment workers, mechanics, shop- 
keepers, musicians, actors, theatrical producers, 
dramatists, artists, lawyers, doctors, scientists, 
educators well bankers and industrialists. 
What more, they are found holding 
positions distinction and trust not only 
Wall Street but the government, our 
colleges and universities, our hospitals and 
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research laboratories, the world music, 
literature and art.” 


“We would think more kindly each 
other remember that all are 
brothers because have common Father, 


God.” 


“It important study the history 
this group and guard against getting our 
causes and effects confused.” 


From the preceding comments the 
pupils apparent that understanding 
the question has come them. They realize 
that they have not solved the problem. One 
the children summed the need for 
continued study these words, think that 
this isn’t matter that can settled entirely 
small discussion groups such ours, but 
further study high schools and na- 
tional speeches. All our people need 
educated.” 


These children are being guided examine 
their prejudices and find out how they 
individuals can help wipe out ill-feeling 
toward other races. true that times 
their emotional reactions may get the upper 
hand, but also true that they are begin- 
ning develop sound criteria for examining 
such reactions. When true Christian living 
follows such education, shall transcend 
our humanity, accepting all men brothers 
under the common fatherhood God. 
want cure men spiritual corruption, 
racism and anti-Semitism, must ever 
remind them that they were born for freedom 
and that they are equal before the law, and 
that they receive from natural inviolable 
rights and infrangible duties. Then shall 
respect our fellowmen individuals who are 
endowed with all the rights that make them 
great human fraternity. 
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The 


ANNETTE SMITH 


little Negro boy whom heard re- 
cently said “Gee y’gotta talk about it. The 
pot’s boilin’ the lid’s gonna jump right off 


don’t get busy.” With his sentiments 
thoroughly agree. The country rife with 
racial tensions and foolish ignore them. 
fact, perilous so. The classroom 
teacher has been, many instances, reluctant 
take cognizance conflicts lest she create 
This 


point view may have been valid years 


intolerance where none existed before. 


gone by, although most situations doubt 
it, but now must face the problem. Jewish 
children have been beaten the streets 
many our large cities recent months. 
Negro children have been the victims the 
increasing tension between white and colored 
people and for the Japanese-American chil- 
dren their lot has been heart-breaking. 


The fundamental truth the whole field 
human relations that prejudices not 
arise children (or grown people) have 
opportunity working project together. 
doesn’t matter whether it’s painting 
poster rolling bandages. When people 
different nationality backgrounds, different 
colors, different religions have oppor- 
tunity join something which they 
are all interested, barriers break down. There 
are thousands people this country who 
have never met educated Negro. Imagine 
such people had the opportunity work- 
ing project with one—what awaken- 
ing that would be! 


The American public school provides the 
perfect setting for such joint endeavor. 
Springfield, Massachusetts, which has city- 
wide tolerance program operating from the 
first grade, through education centers, 
the young boys and girls wrote stories dealing 


with old world themes. these, the best 
were chosen for inclusion the material 
utilized the program which centers 
around “living and working together.” 
one school the objectives learning value 
the privileges living the United States 
were expressed the making series 
decorative panels showing fundamental con- 
cepts democracy. This work was joint 
enterprise involving every child the school. 
Together they planned the composition. They 
decided upon the pupils best fitted assume 
the more responsible tasks. the course 
all this work they gained deeper realization 
our interdependence with other nations, 
better understanding the contributions 
other peoples our civilization. They also 
independent thinking and apprecia- 
tion the significance democracy. 
seems that children working such 
joint endeavors will unlikely persecute 
any fellow pupil because Jewish, Negro, 
foreign-born. 


One phase prejudice that frequently 
crops among young people the habit 
generalizing about certain groups people. 
They say Negroes are lazy;” can’t 
trust Chinaman;” “All Jews cheat,” etc. 
This insidious little habit course picked 
from talk home, but the clever teacher 
can counteract pointing out the absurd- 
ity such statements. “You can’t say all 
red-heads are bow-legged, can you? It’s just 
silly say all Negroes are lazy.” Such dis- 
cussion might good time bring 
study contributions that all groups have 
made American life. The life George 
Washington Carver certainly proves that all 
Negroes are not lazy. Many more examples 


1Mrs. Lawrence Educational Director the Coun- 
cil against Intolerance America. 
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could brought in. Albert Einstein has 
mever, anyone’s knowledge, tried cheat 
soul. You might select leaders the com- 
munity who belong minorities and show 
their worth. Popular students the school 
frequently can used disprove generaliza- 
tions about any race, religion, color. 


This might lead discussion stereo- 
types the movies and the radio. Why 
that all Negroes are portrayed cheerful 
idiots, Mexicans hissing villains, etc.? 
children can taught view with more 
critical eye these characterizations, both 
those mediums may forced improve. 


Personally that creating respect 
for all groups people that make America 
one should give the impression that 
trying make everybody like everybody. 
The point that likes and dislikes should 
made individual worth, not the color 
skin, religion, the country origin. 
Children resent, think, the “love-everybody” 
tone voice and general attitude. But they 
can see the justice judging merits rather 
than group membership. 


Another prevalent habit name-calling. 
You know them. “Kike, Wop,” etc. Again 
the study various contributions may create 
respect for people hideously maligned. 
Stories may bring home the point, too. The 
Council Against Intolerance publishes 
manual for elementary teachers called 
All Americans which contains stories about 
children different nationality backgrounds. 
Their distinctive feature that they show 
children living America, meeting problems 
that Americans have common, well 
those peculiar new Americans. There have 
been too many stories little Dutch girls 
wooden shoes, Japanese with jinrikishas 
which accentuate differences rather than 
similarities. story that portrays Jewish 
boy kindly light could used peg ‘to 
show the indecency calling anyone “kike.” 
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these war times, the sacrifices being 
made members minority groups make 
thrilling stories. Dorie Miller, the colored mess 


boy who gave his life order that his ship-. 


mates might live; Meyer Levin, the Brooklyn 
hero whose background Jewish; Colin Kelly 
with Irish background. There are hundreds 
such stories the newspapers all the time. 
Make list the war heroes with their ex- 
ploits and point out the many different kinds 
names. 


considering classroom techniques 
eradicate prejudice one thing must remem- 
bered. The child who belongs the “in” 
group must shown the fallacy intoler- 
ance toward the minority. Those who be- 
long that minority must given sense 
that they too belong. 


For older boys and girls junior and 
senior high schools more psychological ap- 
proach can made the problem in- 
tolerance. The autobiographical method has 
been used effectively. This device lead 
the student into, first, recognition that 
has prejudices, second, where got them, 
and third, eradication them. can 
effective write simple account 


The early home and school experiences 
can remember most vividly. 


The interests had and have. 
The things liked most and the people 
admired various ages. 


People and things was afraid did 
not like. 


And here let say that all the suggestions 
this article any other article will 
entirely ineffective the teacher herself shows 
prejudice against any group her students. 
There nothing more un-American than 
teacher who favors one child because she 
nice, clean little Anglo-Saxon and scorns an- 
other whose skin dark whose religion does 
not conform with her own. But the teacher 


(Continued page 98) 
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What School Policies Regarding 
Anti-Semitism? 


CLYDE MILLER 


Note: view the lack agreement among forward-looking educators regard- 
ing specific measures be-used schools combat anti-Semitism, the REVIEW editor 
turned Professor Clyde Miller, College, Columbia, well-known leader 
the field education for democratic unity, with series questions the subject. The 


questions and Professor Miller’s replies follow.] 


Questions: 

Should anti-Semitism combated 
through positive study Jewish cultural 
contributions American life, through 
refutation anti-Jewish propaganda, 
through analysis the social causes anti- 
Semitism, through all these and other 
methods? 

Should democratic attitudes toward the 
Jew promoted exclusively through 
generalized study civic rights and principles 
tolerance, through specific study anti- 
Semitic prejudice? 

what stage the school program 
may begin deal with such issues anti- 
the kindergarten, the sixth grade, 
the senior high school? 


Answers: 

Through all these and other methods. 
the elementary schools there should 
special emphasis anti-Semitism such. 
Young children have not developed prejudices. 
The important thing early childhood 
get into the minds and hearts little children 
attitudes fair play. This comes through 
living and working with other boys and girls 
all manner religious, racial and economic 
groupings. day day, unspectacular 
matter habit formation. Youngsters come 
take Catholics and Protestants, Christians 
and Jews, and Negroes and Nordic types 
and all the others matter course. 


The time put the emphasis refuting 
anti-Jewish propaganda senior high 
school. Such refutation should matter 
course such study public opinion 
and prejudice going forward the 
schools Springfield, Massachusetts. 


The positive study Jewish cultural con- 
tributions American life can, course, 
start the elementary schools. should 
part the study the cultural contribu- 
tions the religious and racial groups. 


Analysis the social causes anti- 
Semitism any other socially dangerous 
propaganda attitude comes properly the 
consideration public opinion and prejudice 
the high school level. 


Promote democratic attitudes toward 
you would promote democratic atti- 
tudes toward any other group first laying 
down general principles civic and personal 
rights and then appraising and evaluating 
human conduct revealed our treatment 
Jews, Catholics, Protestants, labor unions, 
bankers, etc., using the general principles 
value standards. Specific study anti-Semitic 
prejudice without specific study other 
forms prejudice may increase anti-Semitism 
intensifying conflict. Such specific study 
focusing upon one group and ignoring other 
groups—the Negroes, for example, who 
America are pushed around and abused much 
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more than the Jews—may increase tension 
rather than diminish it. 

Start deal with anti-Semitism—and 
all other anti-social attitudes and propagandas 
—in the nursery school and kindergarten. 
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ing specifically with prejudice such. All 
senior high schools ought using 
approach comparable the study public 
opinion and propaganda being developed 
the schools Springfield, Massachusetts. 


here not talking about anti-Semitism 
For brief account what the Spring- 


and prejudice directing attention it, field, Mass. schools are doing build stronger 
democracy, write the League for Fair Play, 
West 42nd St., New York City. Enclose 


ten stamps. 


but seeing that youngsters get mental- 
emotional conditioning which causes them 
play fair habitually with members all 
groups. Senior high school place for deal- 


GIVE BACK JESUS 


Editor’s Note: Jewish woman, shocked the refusal “‘civilization” lift 
finger behalf the doomed Jews Europe, penned the following lines Christian friend: 


“There something between now: 
The cry you did not raise. 


have washed your hands again. 
Put down the pitcher. 
This water will between us. 


“Give back Jesus; 

brother. 

will walk with 

Behind the gray ghetto wall 

Into the slaughterhouse. 

will lead him into the lethal chamber; 

will lie down upon the poisoned stone; 

The little children pricked with the death-bubble 


Will come unto him. 


“Return him the yellow badge, 
Give back Jesus; 
not yours.” 


Quoted The Answer from The Congressional Record, October 25, 1943. 


THE 

(Continued 96) 
who herself uses fair play dealing with her 
pupils has won half the battle creating 
democratic attitudes her children. So, be- 


fore inaugurating any program tolerance 
you might try writing your own autobio- 
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Educating for Democratic Unity 


Rosa 


What can schools help bring 
enduring peace? The question presupposes 
victory for the united nations, and demo- 
cratic postwar world the making. This 
problem, which concerns all 
throughout our country, being faced 
realistically the city schools 
Massachusetts. 


The solution worldwide problems has 
many small beginnings. What the re- 
sponsibility schools making these be- 
ginnings? The question points first the 
need for examining our own thinking and 
practices, establishing healthier relationships 
our own community, ridding ourselves 
prejudices, and promoting finer intercultural 
understandings. points the need for 
abiding faith the kind American life 
which means “liberty and justice for All,” 
not for the few, the kind life that will 
bring freedom and security for people all over 
the world. 


The acceptance these conclusions places 
new responsibilities upon the schools. sug- 
gests that they must find new and better ways 
carrying out democratic principles. The 
children who are under their guidance now 
are citizens the future, and the kind 
world which they can help build for 
enduring peace depends upon the thinking, the 
attitudes, and the understandings which are 
becoming part them today. 


Some years ago foundation was laid for 
educating Springfield boys and girls toward 
more intelligent and more democratic citi- 
zenship their early youth that adults, 
they might become more understanding, more 
socially-minded, and more responsible citizens. 
initial step was the formation com- 
mittee representatives the elementary 


school, both from the supervisory and the 
teaching staff. The purpose this committee 
was unify the subject matter courses 
geography, history, and civics under the head- 
ing social studies. This was de- 
signed acquaint the child with his 
and help him see relationships. was 
intended provide him with opportunities 
and first hand experiences for his own suc- 
cessful living, and develop within him 
social understandings and responsibilities 
home, school, and community. was meant 
help him acquire certain fundamental 
knowledges and skills, interpret present day 
living the light the past and give in- 
sight into the future. Eventually, was ex- 
pected broaden his appreciation all the 
varied peoples our own land, and build 
friendly attitudes toward our neighbors 
other countries. 


This change the educational program 
the elementary schools, along with appropriate 
changes the junior and senior high schools, 
resulted progress toward achieving these 
objectives, but with the coming World 
War again there appeared the necessity 
clarifying our educational aims. 


Within our local school system there was 
increasing awareness the need re- 
study and re-evaluate certain basic princi- 
ples related democracy and democratic 
living, principles which should result 
veloping the type citizenry which will not 
only strive toward but which will achieve the 
great promise implicit the democratic 


With this view, Dr. John 


Superintendent the Springfield Schools, ap- 


1Principal the Washington School, Springfield, 
Mass. 


statement. 
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pointed committee, including classroom 
teachers, principals, and supervisors from ele- 
mentary, junior, and senior high school levels 
make further study the problem 
how develop more democratic citizen- 
ship, and put into action realistic demo- 
cratic living. 


the beginning three elementary schools 
different sections the city were asked 
make special studies the democracy and its 
application life. The program now includes 
all schools the city and there seems 
marked evidence growth democratic liv- 
ing children and teachers share undertak- 
ings the daily life the school and com- 
munity. The following outline activ- 
ities being carried the present time 
the Springfield elementary schools: 


CITIZENSHIP 
PRoGRAM FOR THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 
Promoting Democratic Citizenship through 
the Life the School 


Ways Promoting Community Con- 


tN 


sciousness and Understanding 
study community home life and 
school life 
study the racial, national, and 
religious backgrounds our commun- 
ity 
tutions 
study community industrial life 
(1) Springfield works and lives 
(2) Interdependence with other peo- 
ples and nations 
study community traditions and 
the growth more democratic 
Springfield 
(1) Historic incidents 
(2) Early Springfield 
(3) Backgrounds nations and races 
(4) Contributions other cultures 
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study our national symbolism 
(1) National emblems 
(2) National songs 
Promoting better 
health and safety 


citizenship through 


Promoting finer intercultural understand- 
ing 
December festival combining Jewish 
and Christian celebrations 


Understanding changing world geography 
and relating worldwide citizenship. 


Springfield that children are understand 
and appreciate the democratic way life, 
the schools themselves must organized ac- 
cording democratic principles. Teachers and 
children have part planning school policies 
and activities, setting standards, and 
solving problems for the good the school 
and the community. one elementary 
school sixth grade has lettered this reminder 
and hung upon the wall prominent 
place: 


Washington School our school. 
belongs boys and girls, Fathers and 
Mothers, Teachers and Principal. 
belongs our Janitors, our Nurse 
and Doctor, our Supervisors and 
our Superintendent. 
Community. 


belongs our 


democratic school should natural, 
friendly place where each person 
live his own best and ways that may 
most helpful others. this kind 
school children learn carry meetings 
according parliamentary procedure; there 
are group discussions; group decisions are 
arriyed democratically; individuals express 
opinions and vote; and the majority vote 
rules. There are committees care for the 
classroom, responsible for the arrange- 


ment, the order, and 


the use special 
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rooms—the Music Room, the Library, the 
Work Shop, and the Science Room, receive 
visitors, help plan programs, and make 
suggestions and recommendations. some 
these committees teachers and pupils serve 
together. Delegates from each room are sent 
the School Council; representatives attend 
American Junior Red Cross meetings and take 
back reports their groups. Meetings the 
School Patrol are held discuss problems 
behavior and safety both school and 
the neighborhood. Groups take trips about 
the city gain information. Through mo- 
tion pictures and radio the school, children 
are acquainted with the world outside. 
this type school there respect for chil- 
dren, persons; there for good 
workmanship and pride work well done; 
there always wholesome respect for the 
good old-fashioned virtues obedience, trust- 
worthiness, courtesy, kindness, and considera- 
tion. “Democratic living schools never 
implies loose standards, but rather implies 
better thinking, more responsible citizenship, 
and better human relationship.” 


How the children themselves feel about 
democratic school? these comments writ- 
ten fourth grade children letters 
their teacher the close school year, 
much can read between the lines. Each 
paragraph represents the contribution one 


child. 


Dear Miss 

This room has been different from any 
other room have been in. liked be- 
cause was democratic. had presi- 
dent, secretary, treasurer, and committees, 
liked being all committees. was voted 
Eunice’s substitute for the council, 
but she was never absent. But still had 
fun. 


Many exciting things have happened. 
have had five groups Social Studies. 
They have had leaders. The groups looked 
books for reports. Then the groups en- 
gaged 


can hardly put words into telling how 
much liked grade four except for one 
thing. That thing Arithmetic. Any 
way doing best. 


When came into this room Sep- 
tember thought how bare looked. After 
while there was change. Later day 
day the room became more interesting. 
decorated the walls with charts, letters, 
pictures. 


Another thing is, enjoyed the com- 
fort the room. When say that mean 
the surroundings desk. the sides 
me, the back me, the people 
are nice. All over the room the people are 
honest and brave. was 
flowers all the year when came into it. 


had many good times together. 
least did. There were plenty things 
do. felt very happy when took care 
the silkworms. was lots fun. Mak- 
ing our own problems was fun too! 
Children are very discerning! There 
doubt about the success this teacher’s guid- 
ance and this type organization which was 
based upon the principles democracy. 


Another Springfield school has attempted 
build better citizenship promoting finer 
intercultural relationships the community. 
This school believes that one the best ways 
achieve mutual understanding talk 
things over and bring differences into the 


The Festival Lights—Chanukah, Part 
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Discussion often removes misunder- 
standings. The school believes that ex- 
change ideas and explanation cultural 
backgrounds often promotes friendly relation- 
ships and creates goodwill the community. 


open. 


The holiday season December presented 
occasion for putting into action some 
these convictions. Plans were being made for 
Christmas observance the school with the 
customary legends and stories, and with the 
singing Christmas carols. Approximately 
thirty per cent the pupils were Jewish 
and their Chanukah, Feast Lights, would 
celebrated during Christmas week. What 
contribution the program could they make 
with Hebrew teachings their cultural and 
religious background? 


The teachers the school agreed that 
explanation the meaning this Hebrew 
holiday would significant value and 
interest; would opportunity for 
Christian children learn about Jewish 
celebration, and create for all clearer 
understanding and wholesome attitude to- 
ward the customs and beliefs one another. 


committee parents representing three 
faiths, Catholic, Jewish, and Protestant, met 
with the teaching staff discuss plans and 
possibilities for school observance the 


The Festival Lights—Christmas, Part 
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holiday season. One the Jewish mothers 
presented the group the historical signifi- 
cance the Chanukah, Hannukah, and 
interpreted the custom observed 
Jewish homes today. This discussion led 
School Festival which both Hebrew and 
Christian history and legend were portrayed 
through dramatization presented sixth 
grade boys and girls. All members the 
school participated the singing Hebrew 
hymn and Christmas carols. The festival was 
given two parts: the first part, Chanukah, 
was written one the Jewish 
and was simplified for school use. The second 
part, Play for Christmas Eve,” 
was written Annis 


Three children the school wrote the 
following report for Our Schools, the publica- 
tion the Springfield Education Association: 


“Our Christmas celebration was very 
unusual because was presentation 
Jewish holiday and the Christmas story. 
called Festival Lights because 
the symbol the Jewish holiday the 
candle and the Christmas symbol the 
star... The scenery and costumes and the 
lights which shone the stage helped 
give the festival its beauty... The parents 
some the children helped making 
costumes and other ways. 

“If the Christian children know more 
about the Jewish ways and the Jewish 
children know more about Christian ways, 
will all better off. would 
all good know more about each other’s 
religion. 

the Guardian Angel said, ‘Peace 
earth, goodwill toward 

true that the solution worldwide 
problem has small beginnings. schools 
our country and all the other countries 
the world can share rich experiences 
and learning together, will long 
step toward better understanding and toward 
enduring peace. 

Cutler. 


*From Horn Book Magazine—December, 1938 
264 Boylston Street, Boston, Mass. 
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Schools Teach 
Negro History 


MADELINE 


Today more than ever the history the 
American people there need recruit mind- 
power order disseminate and put into 
action the American principle, equality 
opportunity. hold this truth self 
evident, that all Americans have equal 
opportunity stand the market com- 
petition; have equal opportunity edu- 
cation; have equal opportunity advance 
the basis merit any chosen area. 
Either America must abandon the idea 
equality opportunity, the people must 
re-educated accept the full impact 
equality opportunity, are have 
democracy action. 


Social illiteracy the form riots, 
brawls, and discriminatory practices have 
given rise national, state, city, and com- 
munity agencies formed combat the rising 
racial tensions. are turning education 
help bring about better racial understand- 
ing. 

Until recent years the school curriculum 
had scarcely dealt with Negro contributions. 
Now the Chicago Public Schools the Negro 
youth taught respect himself and the 
white youth taught appreciate Negro 
achievements. 

When the Negro Exposition met Chicago 
1940, was greatly impressed the con- 
tributions that had been made Negroes 
science, health, art, and literature American 
life. visited the exposition several times and 
began dream and hope for the time when 
Negro boys and girls would given 
opportunity read about the achievements 
our leaders. principal, Miss Elinor 


McCollom, had visited the Exposition also 
and frequently discussed the problems 
Negroes. 

Miss McCollom’s interest prompted her 
make possible for present plan 
Supt. William Johnson, who appointed 
committee consisting Miss Elinor Mc- 
Collom, principal Emerson School (chair- 
man), Mrs. Lois Morstrom, principal 
Betsy Ross School, and Mrs. Ruth Jackson, 
quently released from teaching duties 
work this project with chosen 
co-worker, Mrs. Bessie King. were assigned 
the Bureau Curriculum and given all the 
freedom that was necessary carry the 
research work. 


The preparation the units material 
for use various grades required the reading 
opinions several authors order get 
whole and unbiased point view. addi- 
tion this the units were written and re- 
written for clarity and possible vocabulary 
difficulties. Much the correspondence re- 
quired several letters order follow 
some incomplete information that was en- 
countered. Often the research work was car- 
ried until the late hours the evening 
well Saturday and Sunday. However, the 
work was enjoyable and were happy the 
realization that Chicago youth would given 
the privilege read about the deeds Negro 
Americans. 

The research study was carried mainly 
the George Cleveland Hall Branch The 
Chicago Public Library, which has the second 


member the staff Emerson School, Chicago, 
Illinois. 
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largest collection Negro books the Mid- 
dle West. Other material was sought the 
stacks the University Chicago Library, 
Field Museum, Chicago Art Institute, and 
through extensive correspondence. The units 
material were submitted for corrections, 
suggestions, and approval Dr. Carter 
Woodson, editor the Journal Negro 
History; Dr. Melville Herskovits, anthropolo- 
gist Northwestern University; Dr. Avery 
Craven, professor history Southern 
United States the University Chicago; 
Dr. Charles Wesley Howard University, 
who now president Wilberforce Univer- 
sity; and Dr. Walter Johnson, professor 
English the University Illinois. 


The material was also submitted for ap- 
proval Mrs. Maudelle Bousfield, our only 
colored high school principal Chicago; Mrs. 
Ruth Jackson, our only colored elementary 
school principal; Miss Elinor McCollom, 
principal Emerson School; and Mrs. Lois 
Morstrom, principal Betsy Ross School. 
The approval three outstanding colored 
teachers were sought the persons Miss 
Clara Anderson, history instructor DuSable 
High School; Mrs. Thelma Powell, history in- 
structor Wendell Phillips High School; and 
Mr. Samuel Stratton, history instructor Du- 
Sable High School. 

The units study are divided into three 
groups: primary, including grades and 
intermediate, including grades and 
and upper, including grades and After 
reading widely and consulting the courses 
study social sciences the material was 
allocated grades. Community life studied 
the primary grades and for these grades 
chose acquaint the children with Negroes 
the various occupations. Stories were writ- 
ten for these grades that will show the Negro 
not only private and public servant, but 
educator, musician, and scientist. 


The primary stories teach first graders that 
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there are many kinds helpers the Ameri- 
can culture. one story called Ride,” 
they learn that there are brown policemen. 
another story entitled, Ride the 
Farm,” the children learn about the kind 
services rendered the 
Other first grade stories tell about Marian 
Anderson’s famous concert 
Price, who wrote symphony; and Paul Law- 
rence Dunbar, who wrote poems about his 
people. Because most Paul Lawrence Dun- 
bar’s poems are dialect, the reason for the 
dialect told one the stories which 
reads part, will think that his father’s 
way talking queer. talks that way 
because did not know the English language 
when came America. spoke the 
best could.” 


Second grade pupils learn about George 
Washington Carver, “who made over five 
hundred things from peanuts.” Stories about 
Dorothy Maynor, famous singer; Na- 
thaniel Dett, composer; and Langston 
Hughes, young poet, are presented the 
second grade. 


Third grade pupils learn about 
colored neighbors, Mrs. Maudelle Bousfield, 
colored high school principal; Arna Bontemps, 
author; Dr. Lawless, dermatologist. 
Life West Africa’s Dahomey presented 
when far-away lands are studied. 


Fourth grade pupils learn about Jan Mat- 
zeliger, inventor the 
Granville Woods, inventor electrical ap- 
pliances; William Trial, settler the Indi- 
ana territory; and Paul Robeson’s beautiful, 
deep, rich voice. 


Fifth grade pupils read about Chicago’s 
settler, Jean Baptiste Point Saible. 
part the story reads, Saible lived and 
traded with the Indians Chicago for seven- 
teen years. 1796, sold the cabin 
Mai, Frenchman, who turn sold 
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Englishman, John Kinzie. Saible then 
moved Peoria, Illinois, where spent his 
remaining years.” 

Sixth grade pupils learn that Negroes 
traveled with the early explorers and were 
full adventure the men with whom they 
traveled. They read about Alonzo Pietro, the 
black captain who piloted Columbus’ ship 
Nina back Spain; Estevanico, whom 
goes the credit discovering both Arizona 
and New Mexico; and Matthew Henson, who 
was the only American companion chosen 
Admiral Peary accompany him his dis- 
covery the North Pole. 


Seventh grade pupils read about Negro 
soldiers during the Revolutionary war; in- 
surrections protests against the institution 
slavery; the thrilling stories the aboli- 
tionists; and picturesque characters following 
the Reconstruction period, namely, Booker 
Washington, Mary McLeod Bethune, Dr. Mor- 
decai Johnson, Blanche Bruce, Dr. William 
DuBois, Dr. Carter Woodson, Harry 
Burleigh, Henry Tanner, James Weldon 
Johnson, James Bland, and many others. 

Eighth grade pupils read about Negro 
military leaders beginning with the War 
1812. Short narratives are written about 
Henry Ossian Flipper, John Alexander, 
Charles Young, and Benjamin Davis. All 
these men were graduates from West Point 
Military Academy. Among the features 
Negro seamen the thrilling adventure 
Pilot Robert Smalls for whom Camp Robert 
Smalls Great Lakes Naval Training School 
named. 


the units material were completed 
visited schools and read the stories the 
children order observe reactions, inter- 
ests, and vocabulary difficulties. Both white 
and colored children were eager hear the 
stories and were surprised learn that Negroes 
had made many contributions the de- 
velopment American life. Some teachers 


have reported, read the stories about 
Negroes, room quiet death. The 
children simply love the units.” Another 
teacher reported that after she read the story 
Jan Matzeliger, inventor the shoe-lasting 
machine, many the children visited shoe 
repair shops see they could locate 
machine bearing his name. 

Another teacher reported that the study 
Negro history her eighth grade class led 
pupil research activities. 
methods were many books 
from the library well periodicals were 
brought the children and such lengthy 
discussions followed that became necessary 
for the teacher organize Negro History 
Club. The teacher says, children knew 
little about Negroes, they were inspired 
research their own. They wanted talk 
about Negroes all day every day. couldn’t 
Club. asked the children save their find- 
ings and questions either for the regular daily 
history period the weekly Negro history 
club.” 

The same teacher reports that the study 
“Tolerance” one our Democracy 
pamphlets, which are sent monthly our 
schools, one child remarked, white 
children will become more tolerant when they 
study the achievements the Negro.” 


Simple research 


few the many remarks made 
colored and white pupils since the introduc- 
tion the study Negro achievements 
the Chicago schools are: 


know that Negroes had done 
such outstanding things American wars;” 
proud know that I’m Negro;” “We 
feel uplifted when learn that our race 
doing something;” “We don’t need feel 
ashamed the Negro race.” 


other words, seems that this project 


has developed appreciation for Negro 
achievements. eighth grade teacher re- 
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ported that one pupil asked; “Why haven’t 
heard about Negro achievements before?” 


Many articles are appearing school 
newspapers and city papers about Negro con- 
tributions, and the children enjoy finding 
material about Negroes. Plays, round-table 
discussions, and stories about Negroes are tak- 
ing greater place school programs. Forty 
states have been reached and almost thou- 
sand sets units have been mailed since Sep- 
tember. Among some those receiving the 
units are people far south South Amer- 
ica; far north Maine; far west 
California; distant Italy and Africa; and 
the United States Office Education 
Washington, boards education, social 
agencies, ministers, principals, teachers, sol- 
diers, colleges, city interracial commissions, 
and interested citizens. 

Hundreds letters have been received ex- 
pressing desire know something about the 
contributions the Negro. Among the many 
requests came letter from teacher inviting 
work with the elementary division 
the Illinois Council for Social Studies. The 
teacher who extended the invitation con- 
fessed that her only qualification for propos- 
ing the study Negro-white relations was 
desire know; and knowing, her 
part. Her knowledge Negroes date had 
been book-knowledge. Miss Markwell’s letters 
were followed three telephone conversa- 
tions and was during the course one 
our chats that Miss Markwell invited 
her home. But when she confessed that her 
knowledge the South Side was limited 
reaching the University Chicago, re- 
plied, education has been sorely neg- 
lected, therefore inviting you have 
coffee with home Saturday morn- 
ing.” 

brunched discussed the Negro- 
white relation and how the schools could help 
bring about this better understanding. This 
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meeting also afforded the opportunity 
invite Miss Markwell attend the Chicago 
Urban League dinner. was the dinner 
that gave Miss Markwell the Supple- 
mentary Units for Social Studies. 


the next day Miss Markwell read 
her three fifth grade classes the story Jan 
Matzeliger, inventor the shoe-lasting ma- 
chine. The classes were studying shoe making 
and near Boston. Miss Markwell reports 
that one her boys broke the stillness with 
again, please?” Later Miss Markwell 
read other stories about Negroes. Lengthy 
discussions were held and most the children 
emerged with about the same story that 
colored boys and girls are all right except 
that someone had known Negro children who 
were always fighting. 

The children were asked later part 
history test, you like Negro live 
next door?” One pupil before answering the 
question asked, ““What type Negro?” The 
children decided that the Negro were 
equal standing would all right. this 
question twenty-five pupils answered “yes;” 
ten answered and six did not answer 
the question. 


Some the negative answers were: “It 
would not nice having Negroes with white 
people.” would not feel safe.” 
families would move in.” would spoil 
the neighborhood.” think they prefer 
with their own kind.” would feel 
funny.” 

Some the affirmative answers were: “If 
they were nice Negroes.” would learn 
lot about Negroes.” would like live next 
door Mrs. ...... but she came other 
Negroes might come and wouldn’t like 
that.* would like have least one 
Negro friend and learn more about their 
ways.” are just like us, only their skin 
colored.” 
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The discussion Negroes became con- 


tagious and each social science class became 


interested brown Americans. assembly 
was arranged and order assure the proper 
attitude, upper grade students were asked 


give reasons why they should invited 
the assembly. 


Some the reasons were: have never 
seen colored teacher.” should like 
learn more about colored people.” “How 
Negro children treat teachers?” “How are 
Negro children different from us?” “How 
Negroes feel toward white people?” “It 
would feel different for Negro teacher 
talk us.” “Are there good Negro children 
are they bad everybody says?” 


After the assembly the question was asked, 
have the stories about Negroes changed 
your Some the answe.s were: 
thought them different, but only the 
color their skin.” “We not think the 
housing conditions are their fault, although 
some can not see why they have nice 
cars and let their house run down.” don’t 
know much about Negroes but would like 
learn more. They are human just like the 
rest but just haven’t been with them 
enough get used their dark skin.” 


This school report reveals how lax our 
educational system has been presenting 
clear picture Negro achievements Amer- 
ican culture. The report unveils the 
traditional erroneous concepts regard 
brown Americans. These erroneous concepts 
are stronger and more steadfast than intel- 
lectual concepts and only the element time 
plus the difficult task re-education can 
clarify. The report has proven that the study 
Negro life and culture not “hot 
potato,” the excuse often given, when com- 
petent teacher faces the issue. 


Success failure racial adjustments 
depends upon the adoption educational 


Chicago Board Education 


methods that will effect the desired change. 
The change essentially change attitude. 


Intolerance toward Negroes caused 
incomplete views. The underlying facts in- 
volved are seldom presented and students are 
not aroused real point interest. Student 
opinions and attitudes are fundamentally de- 
termined their parents the social group 
which they live and the truth about the 
path over which they have traveled un- 
known them. 


firm belief that the Chicago pro- 
gram will bring about change the kind 
and quality attitude our American 
family and gradually bring about change 
well racial behavior. Be- 
ginning early childhood and through con- 
tinued effective educational methods, year 
after year, teachers can develop wholesome 
attitudes with the result that many the 
youths today who will key positions 
fifteen twenty years from now will have 
different attitude toward Negro Americans. 
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are moving forward into the future 
and must face new day and new social 
order. must not look the Negro 
traditionally known but look forward 
what be. Keep before our youth, 
white and colored, the evidences things 
that have been developed Negroes. Let them 
read about the colored men and women who 
have blazed path spite obstacles. Let 
them read about the great pyramids Africa 
built men from the black race. Let them 
read about Toussaint L’Ouverture who set 
the first black republic; about Frederick 
Douglass, the Negro orator who went about 
the country crying aloud for Negro freedom; 
about Booker Washington, great Negro 
educator and founder Tuskegee Institute; 
about Benjamin Bannaker who made the first- 
striking clock out American materials; 
about Dr. Dan Williams, the first doctor 
medical history operate successfully the 
human heart; about the twenty-three Negroes 
who served Congress from 1863-1895; about 
Carter Woodson, the dean Negro his- 
tory; about Granville Woods, Paul Robe- 
son, James Weldon Johnson, William Du- 
Bois, Elijah McCoy, and many others. 


release the American Library Associa- 
tion reports decline reading the part 
the American public during the year 1943. 
While the quantity wartime reading 
wartime less than before, however, the 
quality has improved. Reading about Latin- 
America, while not extensive the early 
war period, still substantial. Non-fiction 
books about the war exceed all others popu- 
larity. The demand for technical books has 
increased. Many libraries report increased calls 
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opinion can bring about under- 
standing and cooperation when we: 


for human relationship. Only multiplying 
our friends among people different races 


can hope learn understand the prob- 
lems they face. 


can bring about understanding and 
cooperation when stress similarities 
people and not differences. 


can bring about understanding and 
cooperation when recognize the dignity 
each individual. 


can bring about better understand- 
ing and cooperation when teach that the 
color the skin does not indicate superior 
inferior status. 


Let face the race issue realistically. Let 
constructive our thinking. Let 
work incessantly, intelligently, and courage- 
ously, for the rights citizenship for all 
Americans. Negroes have helped build the 
greatest nation the face the earth. Let 
make America truly the land the free 
and the home the brave. 


for books the Soviet Union. Atlases are 
receiving more wear than ten preceding 
years. Marriage manuals and books for ex- 
pectant mothers now circulate more widely, 
but there has been increase the reading 
literature juvenile delinquency. Fortu- 
nately, the over-all decrease library use has 
not affected the children and young people, 
who seem eager ever read about the 


war. 


tion: Facts 


The New Intercultural Educa- 


Chauvinistic 


Myths? 


MARIE 


Developing the United States along 
with the growing policy internationalism 
has been the formulation new intercul- 
tural education. Participation global war 
and plans for wide popular fellowship the 
world tomorrow have precipitated whole 
new studies ethnic and racial cultures. 
Into our public schools pour quantities 
suggestive units study, visual aids, program 
outlines nations great and small. Nothing 
approaching magnificent 
frontier for enlightenment has opened be- 
fore all history. Never has opportunity been 
momentous for timely revaluation and con- 
structive introduction valid and authorita- 
tive materials. 


What, however, actually the general 
character the new stream printed mat- 
ter? Who checking its truth and challeng- 
ing its quality? Granted the integrity the 
publishers who are the band wagon 
supply what the educational system “de- 
mands,” this critical time why are not 
insisting on, yes, even supplying the facts in- 
stead madly buying and widely using 
the old hokum bits fast they roll off the 
hard-run press? Shall yet another generation 
brought the baseless myths that have 
led the mass our citizenry the abysmally 
ignorant understanding Europe idyllic 
pasture land upon which elaborately costumed 
though somewhat dirty and decidedly quaint 
grope unknowingly ways the 
Dark Ages while the sophisticated American 
superman alone presses the magical Power Age 
buttons? date this exactly what hap- 
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pening. point, let examine typical 
and most popularly used Unit 
Sweden-Norway-Denmark.” their in- 
troductory sheet the publishers state: 
thirty-two units included this book are de- 
signed broaden and enrich the child’s read- 
ing experiences. will give the pupil op- 
portunity use his reading tool both for 
recreation and study.” Looking further 
find page entitled People Norway,” 
picturing not the representative Paris-influ- 
enced smartness dress but curious costume 
what labelled Native.” the un- 
fortunate discussion that follows most griev- 
ously misconceived impression introduced: 
“Peter had often wondered why Norwegians 
hated called Swedes... ‘He has made 
Swede himself,’ became proverb and 
meant that man was not honorable.” May 
say that Norwegian-Americans violently 
protest the idiocy such false statements 
and ask how contributes the Scandi- 
navian brotherhood cherish the edu- 
cation young American children? Have 
not right assume that material claim- 
ing foster international good-will and un- 
derstanding these critical war years would 
instead objectively emphasize the Norway 
the present generation, the ‘enlightened radical’ 
among nations which has vitally contri- 
buted our own society through its notable 
experiments the opening new frontiers 
social enterprise, economic reform, public 
housing, adult education, industrial, scientific 


1Dr. Lien assistant professor art education and 
lecturer intercultural education the University 
Minnesota. 
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and cultural achievement? Furthermore, re- 
garding Sweden the unit continues: 
seldom have white bread. They bake only 
four times year... Swede goes without 
his coffee. Some drink five times day. 
They have strange custom putting 
piece sugar between the teeth, and thus 
sweeten the coffee passes into their 
mouths. ‘The Danes too,’ said Peter 
himself.” this Sweden, contemporary 
Sweden whose brilliant achievements the 
last two decades are unparalleled modern 
civilization? Even the extensively used 
picture-story book Ola, which sheer en- 
chanting fantasy, the teacher confused into 
like error the completely fallacious state- 
ment the cover flap true glimpse 
the varied life Norway.” Much can 
said for the charm Ola children’s book, 
but its captivating content wholly the 
make-believe and certainly contributes 
way “true” conception modern peo- 
ple living highly progressive society. 


Because such examples misinformation 
misdirected emphases are countless, the 
Scandinavian Section the Minnesota Educa- 
tion Association asked the author collabora- 
tion with Dr. Theodore Jorgenson, Chairman 
the Norwegian Language and Literature 
Department St. Olaf College, take the 
matter with educational publishers. The 
following letter (with added specific refer- 
ences publishing company’s handling 
each idea directed their attention) being 
circulated present: 


Educational Publishers 
Gentlemen: 


The Scandinavian Section the Min- 
nesota Education has instruct- 
bring the following matter your 
attention and trust you will inter- 
ested cooperating this matter such 
far-reaching moment. 
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publishers educational material 
being used extensively the public schools 
line with the new international emphasis 
such your “Combination Unit: Sweden 
Norway Denmark,” believe you would 
agree with that would the ad- 
vantage all concerned—your company, 
public education, international understand- 
ing—if such materials were written and 
evaluated the light the following cri- 
teria. (The footnotes refer representa- 
tive instances your Scandinavian unit 
which can only lead unfortunate mis- 
conceptions. 


Material used the intercultural edu- 
cation effort often shabby qual. 
ity and can only serve increase 
already too great prejudice against 
foreign countries and peoples. The 
principle established all such 
work must that our young people 
should learn know their brothers and 
sisters other lands from their best 
side and through the highest achieve- 
ments their group. There always 
plenty opportunity for others 
spread about the story people’s 
weaknesses. lustrative material should 
artistic and educational standard. 


depicting any social historical 
feature nation, one should use 
great care insure correct and proper 
judgment the part students who 
have never been those lands. The 
basic conception must that modern 
civilization one throughout the world. 
When illustrations are made, for ex- 
ample, within the field modern in- 
dustrial art our own country, they 
should paralleled with the modern 
industrial art other countries 
determine where special points ex- 
cellence may observed. All instruc- 
tion should start with the modern period 
and should aim show that the world 
one, enjoying one common civiliza- 
tion various degrees fullness and 
beauty. Only making this approach 
can unfortunate prejudices removed. 


When material from certain field 
presented, with illustrations from other 
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lands, the parallel development our 
country should set side side with 
it. Thus Swedish pioneer costumes 
should dated and compared with 
similar costumes our own and other 
countries. cannot serve the good 
cause leave the impression that 
America dresses modern fashion 
while Europeans wear costumes 
medieval early modern style. 
the same way, Norwegian country 
habits, for example, should compared 
with the habits and manners our own 
people the same level. Manifestly 
the whole intercultural education effort 
must establish principles this valid 
all salutary. 


urge that the material for courses 
known intercultural education 
well all printed matter intended 
foster international understanding 
provide information other national 
groups, races, cultures, submitted 
competent authorities and checked 
representatives the national groups 
concerned, not only determine au- 
thenticity but even more establish 
the fairness historical comparisons 
and the adequacy artistic symbols 
used. Without great care along these 
lines, the work initiated effort to- 
ward enlightenment and goodwill may 
serve the cause ignorance and inter- 
rancour. 

Very truly yours,” 

Though yet too early note im- 

provement direction regard teaching 
aids Scandinavia particularly hearten- 
ing that the American Council Education 
has led the way most significant scale 
analysis one thousand textbooks, three 
hundred motion pictures, collections songs, 
museum catalogues, and other material avail- 


able school children Latin America. 


THE INTERCULTURAL EDUCATION 
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From Summer Buckhorn (Viking) 


Under the direction Dr. Howard Wilson, 
committee ten educators assisted 
research staff more than one hundred and 
supported grant $37,000 from the 
Office the Coordinator Inter-American 
Affairs have result recommended that 
existing textbooks rewritten remove in- 
accuracies and mistaken attitudes, the purpose 
the survey being enhance understanding 
among the people the Western Hemisphere. 
noteworthy that the committee con- 
cluded that errors and inadequacies were un- 
conscious, the result historical accident, 
ignorance, thoughtlessness rather than 
any way based antagonisms malice. 
Accordingly, only lethargy action can now 
account for any further perpetuation 
what extinct, archaic, tourist-glorified 
The facts 
shall the key the deeper human under- 


another nation’s way life. 


standings now covet internationally. 
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The Time for the Offensive 


Here! 


The might the land, sea, and air 
forces the United Nations has turned 
the tide against the menace Nazi and 
Japanese barbarism. Though more blood, 
sweat, and tears must flow before the 
final triumph comes, the earth’s free peo- 
ples now look with certainty swiftly 
approaching victory. 

But the capitulation the enemy 
not enough. More elusive than military 
success the salvage those values 
which alone can compensate for the 
moral and physical devastation war. 
While America grew military power, 
the racial and religious hatreds which de- 
humanized our enemies abroad spread 
among our people home. Anti-Negro 
riots Detroit, anti-Semitic hoodlumism 
Boston, New York, and Chicago only 
reflect deeper corruption beginning 
take hold the spirit America. 


spiritual war, the churches and 
the schools must the arsenals and the 
training grounds. sure, must 
fight prejudice with better housing, 
with political equality, and with fair em- 
ployment practices. Without economic 
justice for all, education can accomplish 
little. But prejudice, segregation, and 
discrimination, whatever their economic 
roots, have verbal and psychological de- 
fenses that only education can destroy. 


Against enemy propaganda designed 
divide us, the schools must now 
launch their 
Signs that its beginnings are under way 
are found the growing number 


EDITORIAL 


114 


organizations, conferences, college 
courses, curriculum projects, committee 
reports, books, and magazine articles at- 
tacking the problem intercultural edu- 
cation.. Classroom teachers throughout 
America are beginning focus their 
efforts upon the task building unity 
among the diverse culture groups that 
make the nation. The splendid work 
Father Ford Corpus Christi School, 
and the programs Mark Twain Junior 
High School Brooklyn and the 
schools Springfield, Massachusetts and 
Chicago, all described this issue the 
Review, well many promising ex- 
periments the South, illustrate the 
advances that have been made many 
places actual educational practice. But 
these pioneer efforts must still stir the 
mass American teachers aggressive 
action. 


The question longer whether, 
but the menace religious and 
racial prejudice fought the 
schools. Shall begin our offensive 
against anti-Semitism, for example, 
the kindergarten, the sixth grade, the 
high school? Shall limit ourselves 
recital the great contributions 
the minorities American life, 
examine the causes prejudice and 
hatred and expose the lies those who 
them? Shall teach the general 
principles American civil rights and 
leave the pupil make his own applica- 
tion specific situations, shall 
deal frankly with the covert and overt 
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THE TIME FOR THE OFFENSIVE HERE 


attacks that are being made Negroes, 
Jews, Catholics, Mexicans, Orientals, and 
foreign-born many nationalities? 


Obviously can give categorical 
answers these questions. The general 
maturity and previous experiences any 
given class children must determine 
the approach made. alert and 
thoughtful sixth-grade class com- 
munity torn intercultural tensions can 
and should deal directly and specifically 
with the causes the conflict. such 
Class anti-Semitic anti-Negro canards 
should refuted with the facts. Meyer 
Levin and Dorie Miller should occupy 
place equal prominence with Colin 
Kelly among America’s heroes World 
War II. other classes the 
task may simply one helping chil- 
dren see America land many 
kinds people—white, brown, red, yel- 
low, black, Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, 
and coming from all parts the earth. 
For America’s diversity its glory and 
its strength. 


Two basic principles intercultural 
education require emphasis today. The 
first recognizes racial and religious dis- 
crimination essentially single disease, 
whether affects Jews, Negroes, any 
other minority. violates the same ideal 


equality, usually stems from the same 
sinister sources, and has the same 
economic base. attack upon any cul- 
tural minority attack upon the peo- 
ple the United States. the other 
hand, our children cannot fully under- 
stand the meaning civil rights unless 
they see their application specific 
groups people, especially often 
despised minorities. “All men are created 
equal” them only sonorous phrase 
revered document until they have 
seen that this declaration war with 
Jim Crow regiments the Army the 
United States with Jewish quotas 
publicly supported medical schools. 


What has all this with the lan- 
guage arts? Why special issue the 
Elementary English Review intercul- 
tural education? Because America can- 
not speak with one voice and one lan- 
guage, peace war, until has 
broken down the barriers that exist with- 
the hearts the people, barriers that 
shut out brotherhood and comradeship 
and understanding. Because all language 
futile until can convey not only 
meaning but love and strength from each 
man his neighbor, and from each fire- 
side the homes brothers all the 
nations the earth. 


thinking this peace, all our thought and deliberations upon it, must 
think not only the world today but the world that will be—the world which 
people not yet born will live. All now will pass beyond. will gone and the 
men and women who will then earth, the men and women who will take charge its 
affairs will the men and women who are slumbering today the womb time. like 
think this peace peace not only for us, old and young, but peace for the un- 
born generations numbering hundreds millions, innocent they are any part this crime 


today. 


Senator George Norris the December, 1943, Education. 
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Ruth Groves, Wilmette, Illinois, urges 
the greater use poetry with elementary 
school children, the January, 1944, issue 
the Elementary School Journal. She pro- 


vides abundant illustrations the value 


poetry meeting the needs kindergarten 
children for expression rhythmical 
guage, for relaxation (“I yawn and yawn all 
day, then take sleepy yawns bed! That’s 
why they call Sleepy Head.”), for imita- 
tion, and for group recitation; the needs 
primary grade children for expanded experi- 
ence and response the endless wonders 
nature; and the needs intermediate grade 
children for the expression intense thought 
and feeling and for the development finer 
tastes literature. 


popular children’s book, Timur and His 
Gang, Arkady Gaidar (Scribner’s, 1943), 
was the inspiration for the formation through- 
out the Soviet Union clubs 
boys and girls who organized themselves for 
socially useful activities support the war 
against the Nazi aggressors. Kornei Chukovsky 
describes their achievements the Horn Book 
for Jan.-Feb., 1944. The Timurites busied 
themselves gathering shell-fragments for 
use munitions factories, helping with the 
harvests collective farms, weeding sugar 
beets potatoes, planting onions, grazing 
sheep goats, removing tree stumps, and 
draining bogs. None these activities inter- 
feres with the children’s schooling. the 
contrary, part the Timurites’ code the 
maintenance high scholastic standards, 
that their Red Army fathers will proud 
them when they return. 


list including official training films, ac- 
tion pictures from the fighting fronts, OWI 
shorts, Coordinator Inter-American Affairs 
shorts, films the allies and enemies the 
United States, and entertainment films, 
available from the Princeton Film Center, 
106 Stockton Street, Princeton, Ask 
for the War Film Bulletin No. visual 
aids catalog-directory entitled, Slidefilms and 


Motion Pictures, Help Instructors, may 
secured from Jam Handy Organization, 2900 
East Grand Boulevard, Detroit 11, Michigan. 
Radio Scripts for Victory, list educa- 
tional radio scripts available schools 
loan, will sent request the Educa- 
tional Radio Script and Transcription Ex- 
change, Office Education, Washington 
25, D.C.... Film Directory Sound and 
Silent Motion Pictures published the 
Cooperative League the 167 West 
12th St., New York City The News 
Letter, edited Edgar Dale and Keith 
Tyler, and published the Bureau Educa- 
tional Research, Ohio State University, con- 
tains current information about developments 
the field educational motion pictures and 
radio. 


Teachers one-room rural schools have 
done much enrich the lives children 
devoting portion the school day the 
reading aloud good books. Ivah Green, 
rural supervisor St. Cloud, Minn., State 
Teachers College, describes the practice ap- 
pealingly the February, 1944, issue the 
Minnesota Journal Education. She reports 
that Angelo’s Nino, Atwater’s Mr. Popper’s 
Penguins, Bennet’s Pigtail Lee Ben Loo, 
Brink’s Caddie Woodlawn, Brooks’ and 
Again, and Clemens’ The Prince 
Pauper are among special favorites the 
children the afhliated rural schools the 
St. Cloud State Teachers College. 


The following are the Junior Guild selec- 
tions for the month March, 1944: for boys 
and girls years Gloucester Joe, 
Alan Crane, Nelson, $2.00; for boys and 
girls, and years Boat Children 
Canton, Marion Ward, David McKay, 
$2.00; for older girls, 12-16 years old, Stand 
Fast and Reply, Lavinia Davis, Double- 
day, Doran, $2.00; and for older boys, 12-16 
years old, Valiant Comrades, Story Our 
Dogs War, Ruth Adams Knight, 
Doubleday, Doran, $2.00. 
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Uncle Sam’s Army: How Fights. George 
Macmillan, $1.00. 
Mr. Avison has included here none but the 
specialists army personnel. While there 
obvious arrangement, does group to- 


From Uncle Sam’s Army (Macmillan) 


gether members the aerial division. Concise 
explanatory notes accompany the pictorial 
presentation each branch the special 
services. Their insignia are included, and all 
the illustrations are black and white, drawn 
with excellent precision and technique. The 
format exceptional for war-time publica- 


Guidebook for the Language Arts: Manual 
Standards for the Elementary Grades. 
Seattle Public Schools, Seattle, Washington. 
attractively designed handbook setting 

forth simply those minimum standards 

language mechanics which elementary school 
teachers should help children attain. The 
basic language situations real life have 
dominated the organization, and all non- 
essentials have been eliminated. This one 
the finest teacher aids that have yet appeared 
the field. The curriculum consultant for 
language arts Seattle Public Schools, Edna 

Sterling, indicates the acknowledgment 

that the book the result cooperative 

efforts many Seattle school workers. 


Captain Peggy the Mamie-L. Helen 
Dickson. Thomas Nelson. 
Away out the coast near Vancouver 
Island, Peggy gives “learning mail” 


the North Pacific Logging Camp 
school Blackfish Bay, for her ambition 
nurse the Hospital Ship which 
serves the people the shore. The Mamie-L, 
her very own boat, takes her home with her 
chum Bear Creek Landing every week end. 
Life full adventure for her—the kind 
adventure girls like because gives her 
chance display her courage. She battles 
school porpoises who toss her boat about 
like ball. She rescues little boy left alone 
cruiser and later has holiday Van- 
couver guest his wealthy parents, 
whom she finds shipwrecked lonely shore. 
Twice she caught the tide inlet 
when she visits Katie, the old Indian—the 
second time rescued Mart, when the 
deserted cabin which she builds fire 
warm herself takes fire and sends warn- 
ing blaze. Mart, who has the lead opposite 
her the class play, makes for the woods 
fear the curtain goes up. Was fear 
was getting even for the injustices done his 


From Captain Peggy the Mamie-L (Nelson) 


father when Mart himself had secretly 
logs from the dispersed boom the 


Pacific Logging Company make steps for 
old Katie’s door? 


The story reads like the Bobbsey Twins, 
although all Peggy’s adventures have their 
origin her own youthful impulsiveness and 
lack forethought. The book makes 
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heavy demand upon the reader and will appeal 
the over-age junior high school girl whose 
reading ability low. saved from medi- 
ocrity its sympathetic portrayal family 
life, the real problems the school girl, 
and its interesting background detail con- 
cerning life far-off fishing and lumber- 
ing community, where the arrival the Mis- 
sion Boat for hospital service, for worship, and 
for moving pictures the big event the 
month. 


The Cactus Fence. Catherine Bryan and 

Mabra Madden. Macmillan, $1.50. 

these seven tales the names 
together with such local color cactus and 
mesa seem indicative their Mexican 
source. The illustrations have the appearance 
charcoal sketches, not meant too 


From The Cactus Fence (Macmillan) 


realistic. Don Coyote the villain, the equiva- 
lent Brer Fox. who elicits such 
homely remarks this: life may have its 
faults, but ... better than Don Coyote’s. 
Let unite keep him outside the cactus 
fence.” This the stuff fables. Yes? No? 


Summer Buckhorn. Anna Rose Wright. 

Viking Press, $2.00. 

Ten and eleven year olds will enjoy the 
exciting, often hilarious, adventures the 
five Roses during their summer Buckhorn. 
Although the book based real happen- 
ings, few the incidents the train trips 
and from Buckhorn seem extreme, but 
maybe this just difference between 1907 


THE ELEMENTARY ENGLISH REVIEW 


and 1944. The events the summer center 
two problems, which the children stated 


From Summer (Viking) 


follows the Constitution the Buck- 
horneers: give good time while hunt- 
ing for E., Eddie Bert, was boy who 
didn’t know how play, while D., Din- 
widdie, was the missing son the warm- 
hearted station matron, Railroad Sarah. Both 
problems were neatly solved. Back home again 
after the summer Buckhorn, one Rose’s 
sadly remarked, next thing will 
school teacher asking for composition 
“What Did Vacation’!” 


Boat. Henry Lent. Macmillan, 
$2.00. 

This the fourth book Henry Lent 
has written about young men preparing for 
action various branches our armed ser- 
vices. Boat graphic description 
the training given Melville, Rhode Island, 


From Boat (Macmillan) 
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the young officers who later command the 
amazingly swift, maneuverable, and deadly 
little boats the Mosquito Fleet. The ac- 
curacy the book established its ap- 
proval the Navy Department. gener- 
ously illustrated with official photographs. 
thrilling tale attractive format, will 


Peter’s Story Goes Press. Olive 
Burt. with photographs 
Carl Reynolds and Arveseth. Henry 

Uncle Ben, assigned reporting the 
arrival important envoys from South 
America, had taken Peter with him. After- 
wards, back the newspaper office, Peter 


The Four Freedoms 
and 


The Atlantic Charter 


reading list for the junior high 
school years 


20c each 


THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 
TEACHERS ENGLISH 
211 68th St. 
CHICAGO 21, ILL. 


typed out his account, too, was pub- 
lished with the headline Not Cub, Re- 
porter Tells Story Envoy.” chiefly 
through following this story the hands 
the linotyper, the headline writers, and others, 
that the reader learns about the publication 
newspapers. 


spite the clear style, the story ele- 
ment, and the helpful photographs, the text 
would not easy for many children fol- 
low, principally because the rapid introduc- 
tion new ideas. There somewhat 
discrepancy between this and the tone the 
book other respects. the whole, though, 
valuable contribution books for the 
intermediate 


Indispensable New Book 


for library and class use 


most en- 
riching addi- 
tion the 
school libra- 
ry, for both 

teacher and 


40,000 concise biographies noted men and 
women all countries historical and con- 
temporary from every field human ac- 
tivity, presented within the covers single 
volume, with name pronunciations. Library 
buckram, thumb-notch indexed. $6.50. 
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The New English 
series that 


really teaches 
GRAMMAR 


Dr. Alexander Stoddard 
Supt. Schools, Philadelphia 


Dr. Matilda Bailey 
English Teacher, Upper Darby 
Senior High School, Pa. 


Dr. William Dodge Lewis 


COMPLETE ELEMENTARY PROGRAM 


American 
Book 
Company 


Quantities topics talk and write 
about Good and poor writing for con- 
trast and discussion Illustrations and 
assignments closely tied unit themes 
Lessons taught the inductive method 


Get Fresh Slant Elementary Language! 


Ready This Spring 
SPELLING BOOK 
The Workbook Edition 
Working with Words 


Garver, Gingrich, 
Wanner 


The same scientifically selected Word 
close correlation wih other basic sub- 
jects (phonics, reading, hand-writing, 
language) the popular hard-bound 
edition. 


other text needed. 


NEWSON COMPANY 


For the Primary Grades 


OUR FIRST SPEECH 
BOOK 
Pearl Lloyd 


primary teachers are more enthusi- 
astic about Our First Speech Book than 
any other. This book meets real need.” 
the child trained, the adult will 
speak. Train the child from the begin- 
ning, scientifically but pleasurably, with 
this delightful collection rhymes, 
games, and music profusely illus- 
trated selections for choral reading 
and dramatization clearly marked. 


Fifth Avenue, New York 11, 


JUST OUT! 
APPEALING 
CLASSROOM-TESTED 


BEST-LIKED 
LITERATURE 


ANGELA BROENING, Baltimore Public Schools 

LAURA McGREGOR, Rochester, New York 

GRAYSON KEFAUVER, Stanford University 


Books readings for grades junior high school, 
outstanding for their pupil appeal, determined not guesswork but 
classroom testing. Books make pupils want read—and reading! 
The selections are fresh, widely varied, many them and 
poems adventure, patriotism, travel, people, aviation, radio, humor, etc. 
magnificent collection activities. Exercises train silent and oral 
reading skills. Many illustrations. see 


One and Book Two, now ready... 
Correlating with Experience English 


Circular #410 with outline Book Three—in preparation 


Boston Dallas 
New York Columbus 
Chicago San Francisco 


Atlanta Toronto 


the elementary field 


growing list now includes sound, attractive, 
teachable series Language, Reading, Social 
Studies, and Handwriting, well large 
group colorful supplementary readers contrib- 
uting major curriculum themes, with many 
new books preparation. 


ENGLISH ACTION 
scientifically planned and graded program which effective- 
utilizes the child’s natural desire speak and write. 
Grades 


READING FOR INTEREST 


complete basal reading series distinguished literary 
content and great charm, designed stimulate enjoyment 
reading and growth reading power. Grades 


OUR GROWING WORLD. 
sound, modern social studies program, built the 
relation his world, constantly widening his social under- 


PRINT HANDWRITING 


This modern functional program combines materials for 
handwriting, reading, and pupil activities, teaching hand- 
writing skills simply and effectively. Grades 


Colorful Supplementary Readers 


New World Neighbors Series (20 titles including new books) 


Walt Disney Story Books books including Bambi just published) 


Boston 


Our Animal Story Books pre-primers the series) 
Our Animal Books books the series) 


Heath Offices: 


New York Chicago Atlanta San 


London 
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